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Outstanding RI Talent on Display at the 
NCAA Men’s and Women’s Lacrosse Tournaments

May 8, 2015 (Providence, RI) Throughout the decades Rhode Island has produced many outstanding lacrosse players
who have advanced to compete at the college level. Whether it be an NCAA Division I, II or III college/university, the
entire statewide lacrosse community takes great pride in their accomplishments. More important, are the special
connections these players have with the youth programs where they first learned to play this great game as well as
the public or private high schools where they enjoyed individual and/or team success that readied them to compete
at the college level.

In the 2015 NCAA Men’s and Women’s Lacrosse Championship Tournament, RI will once again have strong
representation. Although there is no doubt we are all proud of each and every RI player appearing on collegiate
rosters, there are several players from the ocean state deserving of highlighted recognition. We asked several of
them questions about their youth lacrosse days and transitioning to division 1 college lacrosse.

Rhode Island Men Currently on Division I NCAA Tournament Teams

WALKER CHAFEE; Little Compton, RI; Salisbury School; University of North Carolina ’15:
Walker was an Under Armour All‐American in 2011 and was selected to the All‐League
Team in the Western New England Private School Association (WNEPSA). He also was a
two‐time High School All‐American and the WNEPSA Midfielder of the Year. Walker was a
four‐year academic honor roll selection and a Merit Scholar his senior year. He led his
lacrosse team to two WNEPSA titles and also played squash, soccer, and hockey at the
Salisbury School. At UNC, Walker has played in 46 games, scored 20 goals and 6 assists.

(RILAX) ‐What made you choose lacrosse and when did you start playing?
Chafee: “The reason I got started with lacrosse was through my father. He played in college as well and always had
a lot of energy and excitement towards the game. I started when I was around 10 or 11 I would say, but I probably
played in the back yard with my dad before then.”

(RILAX) ‐ Looking back on your youth lacrosse experience, what did you do that helped you become more 
successful later in your lacrosse career?
Chafee: “The youth program I played for in Rhode Island was the South County Sharks. I had a great experience with
that team and we had a great group of players and coaches. I played with most of the same guys all the way up till
high school, and continued to played with a mixture of them in summer league teams. I would say the tournaments
we played really helped me become a stronger player. When I went to Salisbury I was fortunate to play under Bobby
Wynne who coached at the collegiate level at Cornell. I would say that really helped me prep for the college game.”

(RILAX) ‐What has been the biggest adjustment you had to make playing division one lacrosse?
Chafee: “The biggest adjustment I had to make was getting used to the speed of play. When you get to D1 you
realize that everyone on your team was the best player at their respective high school, the talent level is out of this
world.”
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SCOTT HOOPER; Wakefield, RI; Hotchkiss School; Virginia ’18:
Scott was an Under Armour All‐American in high school and a four‐year letter
winner at the Hotchkiss School in Lakeville, CT. He served as team captain his
junior and senior years and was named MVP his senior year. Scott also played
hockey his four years at Hotchkiss. He was listed as the #14 recruit in the
country and the #3 incoming defenseman in the country in 2014 by Inside
Lacrosse magazine. As a freshman at UVA, he played in 14 reg. season games.

(RILAX) ‐What made you choose lacrosse and when did you start playing?
Hooper: “To be honest, I don’t think I ever really ‘chose’ lacrosse. I was born into a lacrosse family, as my dad was
an All‐American in both high school and college and Division 1 coach, my brother played, as well as all of my
cousins. So being the youngest between my brother and cousins I simply was born into it. As far back as I can
remember I had a lacrosse stick in my hands. I can remember toddling around the sidelines when South County
Lacrosse had just started as my brother was playing and my dad was coaching.”

(RILAX) ‐ Looking back on your youth lacrosse experience, what did you do that helped you become more 
successful later in your lacrosse career?
Hooper: “Looking back at my youth lacrosse experience, what helped me the most was simply putting in the time off
the field. At a young age I did it more for the pleasure, but as I got older I not only did it for pleasure but also to
improve. I always brought my lacrosse stick to school and would find a wall or pass with friends at recess. When I
came home everyday, I would always throw the ball against the pitch‐back until it got dark.”

(RILAX) ‐What has been the biggest adjustment you had to make playing division one lacrosse?
Hooper: “The most significant adjustment I had to make when playing division one lacrosse was to recognize and
respect the mental aspect of the game. In high school I looked at lacrosse as a sport that was more reliant on
physical ability. Being a defenseman my goal was always to shut down the attack man. Yet in order to acclimate to
the Division 1 level I realized that especially for a defenseman you must be constantly thinking and anticipating.
Lacrosse is a thinking man’s game and I quickly realized that no matter how good of a shut down defenseman you
are if you can’t think through the game you are already a step behind. The other aspect that I quickly took note of
was that every single practice is a tryout. The reality of it is that if you do not produce consistently and treat
everyday as a tryout you will not exceed any of your expectations.”
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CODY O’DONNELL; Smithfield, RI; LaSalle Academy; Brewster Academy; Bryant University ‘17:

Cody was a four‐year varsity player and three‐time starter on the
LaSalle lacrosse team. He achieved High School All‐American and
All‐State recognition twice during his high school career. In 2011
he was named to the ESPN Lacrosse Showcase team. At Brewster
Academy, Cody’s lacrosse team won the Lakes Region
championship.

At Bryant, Cody was red‐shirted his freshman year due to injury.
He was named to the Northeast Conference (NEC) All‐Rookie
Team and named NEC Rookie of the Week during his redshirt
freshman season. During the 2014 season, Cody led the team’s
long‐poles with 10 goals and 4 assists which placed him second
among all long‐poles nationally. During the 2015 season, he led all Bryant long polls scoring 7 goals and 2 assists
along with 20 ground balls and 12 caused turnovers. This brings Cody’s career totals to 18 goals, 6 assists, 59 ground
balls, and 23 caused turnovers. He achieved NEC Second Team All‐Conference honors this season.
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(RILAX) ‐What made you choose lacrosse and when did you start playing?
O’Donnell:  I started to play lacrosse at the age of 4.  My dad played lacrosse his whole life and still does today. 
Seeing him play when I was a little kid made me want to play.  

(RILAX) ‐ Looking back on your youth lacrosse experience, what did you do that helped you become more 
successful later in your lacrosse career?
O’Donnell:  When I was younger my Dad always stressed to me to "practice practice practice." I would go outside 
and throw the ball against the wall everyday.  I would do 150 throws with my right hand and 200 with my left 
hand, since my left hand was my weak hand.  I would grab the bucket of the balls and go out back and shoot at the 
cage.  I would say practicing my stick skills has helped me very much with my lacrosse career. 

(RILAX) ‐What has been the biggest adjustment you had to make playing division one lacrosse?
O’Donnell: The biggest adjustment I have encountered while playing at the division one level is the competition. It 
is a huge step from playing in high school to college. My dad always told me there are hundreds of lacrosse players 
just like me but I had to work harder than everyone else so I could stand out.  I feel that my hard work has helped 
me get to the level that I am at today. 

BRADY O’DONNELL; Smithfield, RI; LaSalle Academy; Taft School; Bryant University ’19:
Brady was a four‐year starter at LaSalle Academy and a starter during his post‐graduate year at
the Taft School. He achieved recognition as a three‐time All‐State selection; two‐time High
School All‐American, and an academic honor student. His LaSalle team won back‐to‐back state
championships in 2012 and 2013. Brady was red‐shirted this season because of an injury but
will return next season on attack/midfield for the Bulldogs.
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JACK COLLINS; Barrington, RI; LaSalle Academy; Taft School; Brown ’18:
Jack was a two‐time All‐State selection at LaSalle and was on the 2012 State
Championship team. He was a three‐time RI All‐State Academic Team honoree and Class
President at LaSalle. He also achieved Two‐Time All‐Western New England Team honors
at Taft and was the team captain. Jack has seen action in several games this year with the
Bears at midfield.

(RILAX) ‐What made you choose lacrosse and when did you start playing?
Collins: “I started playing lacrosse in second grade due to the encouragement of my Mom who played lacrosse in
college at the University of Rochester. As a kid I loved football and basketball and found lacrosse to be a hybrid of
the two in its own season. Lacrosse being an up‐tempo game, is was the natural choice for me for a spring sport.”

(RILAX) ‐ Looking back on your youth lacrosse experience, what did you do that helped you become more 
successful later in your lacrosse career?
Collins: “The hours I spent in my backyard on the lax wall are definitely responsible for where my game is
today. There is no substitute for having your stick in your hands. I still play wall ball today. Whether it is to fine
tune a stick or get ready for practice a majority of the kids on our team use the wall.”

(RILAX) ‐What has been the biggest adjustment you had to make playing division one lacrosse?
Collins: “As a freshman, I still find myself adjusting to the division one level of play. I developed a lot of bad habits
in high school that I was not aware of until the speed of division one game made them apparent. The game is much
faster and the defenders are incredibly skilled in their approach and slide schemes, which has forced me to try to
improve my decision‐making. Raising my Lacrosse IQ through film and experience will be the defining adjustment I
have to make.”

BEN WILLET; Portsmouth, RI; Portsmouth HS; Marist University ’15:
Ben played three years of high school football and was named the Gatorade Rhode Island
Football Player of the Year, Rhode Island Running Back of the Year and Providence Journal
Gridiron Player of the Year. Ben was named an Adidas All‐American in lacrosse and was
named to the academic honor roll every semester throughout his high school career. He
has appeared in 48 lacrosse games on defense over his four‐year career at Marist and
grabbed 46 ground balls.

Rhode Island Women Currently on
Division I NCAA Tournament Teams

MOLLY SMITH; Smithfield, RI, Smithfield HS, Bryant University ‘19:
Molly was a three‐year starter and three‐time captain for Smithfield High School. She helped
develop the high school program that was established in 2012. She earned all‐division honors
twice and finished as the sixth leading scorer in Rhode Island with 96 points. Molly also lettered
in soccer and her team captured a Rhode Island Division I state championship in 2012.
She red‐shirted this year and will return to the team next season on attack/midfield.
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(RILAX) ‐What made you choose lacrosse and when did you start playing?
Soutter: “I have been playing lacrosse since I was five years old and I initially started because of my Dad. He had
played in high school and college so when lacrosse was starting in Rhode Island he got me involved with East Bay. I
liked lacrosse right away because it was new to me and so different from soccer. I also made really good friends
through lacrosse which made it fun and I am still close with some of my teammates from when I was younger.”

(RILAX) ‐ Looking back at your youth lacrosse experience, what did you do that helped you become more 
successful later in your lacrosse career?
Soutter: “When I first started playing there weren’t enough players to field teams in all of the age groups so I would
always play up with the older girls. I can remember some Saturday’s where I would play my u‐9 games, a u‐13
game, and then get thrown into a u‐15 game to top off the day. Playing with faster, stronger, overall better kids
definitely pushed me to want to become better and taught me to be fearless on the field and to go in wherever I was
needed. Playing many different positions at different levels from a young age definitely helped to round out my
playing style.

(RILAX) ‐What has been the biggest adjustment you had to make playing division one lacrosse?
Soutter: “The game is insanely fast and physical at this level so adjusting to the level of play has been challenging. I
had to work really hard this past year to get faster and stronger in order to compete even in practice with the girls
on my team. I’m definitely still working on it and there is always room for improvement with being more aggressive
and stepping up harder, but I’ve gotten a lot better just being in the competitive environment at BC.”

We hope you join the RI Chapter of US Lacrosse in congratulating these outstanding players as they
represent the entire RI lacrosse community on the NCAA’s biggest stage. The Ocean State is supremely
proud of you!!

About the Rhode Island Chapter of the US Lacrosse Association (RILAX)
For over a decade, RILAX has worked to grow and support men’s and women’s lacrosse in RI. Through
education programs, grants, new program development and other positive youth initiatives, we strive to
serve membership of RI to grow the game.

For more information about RILAX, our programs and volunteer opportunities, please visit
www.rilacrosse.org or contact Jon Soule via email jesoule1@cox.net.

MADELINE SOUTTER; Barrington, RI; Barrington HS; Boston College ‘18:
Madeline is a former captain of the Barrington HS girls’ lacrosse team and achieved All‐State
honors three times and All‐American honors two times. Her high school team won the state
division one championship two times. Madeline was also a member of the Rhode Island
academic honor society. She is a freshman midfielder on the Boston College team.
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